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Dear Ms. Gallagher:

This letter is in reference to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated June
30, 2010. The Criminal Division did not receive your request until July 13, 2011, You have
requested expedited processing of your request for:

(1) Any and all records since January 1, 2010 that relate to and reflect any and all plans,
reports, documents, discussions, meetings, or other communications, whether in person,
by phone, mail, instant message, email, or any other method, that mention, refer or relate
1o any vessels or a flotilla of boats destined for Gaza in May 2010, including the U.S .-
flagged Challenger J. This request includes, but is not limited to records reflecting
communications with inter-governmental organizations, such as the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), foreign governments, including the Government of Israel, and any
communications with other agencies, departments or divisions of the United States,
including but not limited to any communications which relate to possible, planned, or
executed actions by the U.S. government in the Mediterranean Sea in response to Israel’s
military operations at sea;

(2) Any and all records reflecting communications, in any format, with the Israel Defense
Forces, or any other division, department or representative of the Government of Israel,
prior to, on, or after May 31, 2010 in relation to the U.S.-registered Challenger I,
including any requests, notices or indications from the Israeli government, including by
and through the IDF, of its intentions to block, board or otherwise redirect the U.S.-
registered vessel to a destination other than its intended destination of Gaza, and any
responses to such requests, notices or indications of actions by the Israeli government;

(3) Any and all records reflecting communications, in any format, with the Israel Defense
Forces, or any other division, department or representative of the Government of Israel,
prior to, on, or after May 31, 2010 in relation to vessels included in the flotilla of boats
destined to Gaza in May 2010, other than the U.S.-registered Challenger I, including any
requests, notices or indications from the Israeli government, including by and through the



IDF, of its intentions to block, board or otherwise redirect any vessel to a destination
other than its intended destination of Gaza, and any responses to such requests, notices or
indications of actions by the Israeli government;

{(4) Any and all records reflecting communications in any format, with the Israel Defense
Forces, or another other division, department or representative of the Government of
Israel, on or after May 31, 2010, in relation to the actions that occurred on board each of
the six boats of the flotilla, including the U.S.-registered “Challenger I and the “Mavi
Marmara,” including but not limited to information regarding the status of U.S. and non-
U.S. passengers, including the injured and the dead, while on board the vessels or in
Israel, including in detention or medical facilities or other facilities, following the
interception of the flotilla by Israel;

(5) Any and all records reflecting communications in any format, with the Isracl Defense
Forces, or another other division, department or representative of the Government of
Israel, on or after May 31, 2010 in relation to whereabouts, condition and status of the
Challenger I, including the property on board that vessel and/or belonging to the
passengers on board that vessel, and its return;

(6) Any and all records reflecting communications in any format, with the Israel Defense
Forces, or another other division, department or representative of the Government of
Israel, on or after May 31, 2010 in relation to whereabouts, condition and status of
vessels included in the flotilla of boats destined to Gaza in May 2010, other than the
U.S.-registered Chailenger I, including the property on board each vessel and/or
belonging to the passengers on hoard that vessel, and its return;

(7) Any and all records reflecting communications, including but not limited to the
transmission or exchange of instructions, guidelines, policy statements or standard
operation procedures, in any format, with the Israel Defense Forces, or another other
division, department or representative of the Government of Israel, on or after May 31,
2010 in relation to the preservation and safeguarding of any and all possible evidence or
materials seized by or in the possession of Israel from, related to or relevant to the
incident, including but not limited to computers, cameras, cell phones, SIM cards,
personal devices, computer disks or memory chips, hard drives or.other such devices, so
as to ensure that evidence has not been destroyed, tampered with, altered or otherwise
rendered suspect or unusable in any and all subsequent investigatory proceedings,
including but not limited to criminal, civil or administrative proceedings; and

(8) Any and all records, including but not limited to plans, reports, communications,
instructions and documents since at least June 1, 2007 that relate to U.S. actions, policies,
procedures or guidelines in relation to interception, inspection, safe-passage or any other
action or response to vessels in the Mediterranean Sea that have as their destination Gaza,
including but not limited to vessels undertaking humanitarian missions in response to the
Israeli blockade of Gaza. ‘



Requests will be given expedited treatment whenever it is determined that they involve:

1. Circumstances in which the lack of expedited treatment could reasonably be
expected to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual;

2. Anurgency to inform the public about an actual or alleged federal government
activity, if made by a person primarily engaged in disseminating information;

3. The loss of substantial due process rights; or

4. A matter of widespread and exceptional media interest in which there exists
possible questions about the government’s integrity which affect public
confidence.

28 C.F.R. § 16.5(d).

Requests for expedited treatment must be accompanied by a statement, certified to be true
and correct to the best of the requester’s knowledge and belief, that explains in detail the basis
for requesting expedited processing. 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(d)(3).

Your request for expedited processing has been denied. Your request does not
sufficiently demonstrate how failure to expedite processing of this request will result in any
individual(s) losing substantial due process rights or establish an urgency to inform the public

about actual or alleged activity by the United States government.

Although I am aware that you have filed a lawsuit in relation to this FOIA request, I must
inform you that you may appeal the denial of your request for expedited processing by writing
to:

Office of Information Policy

United States Department of Justice

1425 New York Ave., N.W., Suite 11050
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

Both the envelope and appeal letter should be clearly marked “FOJA/PA Appeal.”
Department regulations provide that such appeals must be received by the Office of Information
Policy within sixty days of the date of this letter. 28 C.F.R. § 16.9. If you exercise this right and
your appeal is denied, you also have the right to seek judicial review of this action in the federal
judicial district (1) in which you reside, (2) in which you have your principal place of business,
(3) in which the records denied are located, or (4) for the District of Columbia. If you elect to
file an appeal, please include the Criminal Division file number above in your letter to the Office
of Information Policy. '




If you have any questions regarding your request, please contact us at 202-616-0307.
Thank you for your interest in the Criminal Division.

Sincerely,

k& 2@

Rena Y. Kim, Chief
Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Unit



